
The Problem of Ocean Trash
Earth’s oceans are home to countless creatures. Both the tiniest plants and the largest whales depend on
the waters of the seas for their food and shelter. Humans also depend on the oceans. There they catch food
to eat and they swim and play. Clean oceans mean a healthy life for all who live on Earth.

But many humans have made the oceans dirty. They throw plastic bags, glass bottles, metal cans, and
other objects into lakes and rivers and on beaches. Some factories dump poisons left over from the things
they make. Many fishing boats throw out or lose the huge nets used to catch fish.

All of these actions are harmful to the creatures that live in, and along, the oceans. Fish, birds, and turtles
may eat a little piece of plastic, metal, or glass, thinking that it is food. They can get sick or even die. Sea
animals and fish sometimes get tangled up in drifting nets or plastic waste. More than 250 different kinds of
creatures are hurt in some way by ocean trash.

People are hurt, too. Fishermen lose money when fish get sick or die. Garbage washed up onto ocean
shores can cut beach-goers' feet and ruin the sand where they live and play. Cities with ruined beaches lose
money when people no longer want to go there on vacation.

Fortunately, humans have begun to solve the problem of ocean trash. They reuse many things instead of
throwing them away. They toss garbage into trash cans and not in waterways. There is another way that
humans keep the oceans clean. Each year, people around the world come together on a special day to
clean up their shorelines. The event is called the International Coastal Cleanup. In 2011, nearly 600,000
people from more than 150 countries took part. They walked along beaches, rivers, lakes, and other
waterways. They picked up almost 10 million pounds of trash! The trash was taken away, and it will never
get back into the water again.
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My Day at the Coastal Cleanup
Last Saturday, my family helped our town clean up our beach. We took part in the International Coastal
Cleanup. It is held each year around the world. This was our first time, and we were excited!

The people in charge of the cleanup divided us into small groups. Then they gave each of us rubber gloves
and a big garbage bag. We walked along the beach and picked up the trash we found. The grownups were
allowed to go into the water. They could also pick up things like heavy objects or sharp pieces of trash. Kids
like me were allowed to pick up paper and small plastic things.

I was surprised to see what was on the beach. We found soda cans and plastic drinking bottles. I saw an
old jacket and some car tires. My parents even picked up a kitchen sink! The leader of our group told us that
some trash takes many years to decompose, or break down into soil. A paper towel takes two to four weeks,
and a wool sock takes one to five years. A plastic bag can last ten to twenty years, while a soda can can
last between 80 and 200 years. But the real surprise was how long it takes a glass bottle to decompose: a
million years!

If people knew how long garbage can last in the ocean or on a beach, maybe they wouldn't dirty our
shores. My family looks forward to joining next year's Coastal Cleanup.
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1 The following question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.

Part A:

Which sentence BEST states the main idea of "The Problem of Ocean Trash"?

A. People do not want to take their vacations in places where the beaches are dirty.

B. Many plants and animals make their homes in the ocean.

C. The trash that people dump into the oceans harms animals, plants, and people.

D. Turtles and fish sometimes mistake small pieces of trash for food.

Part B:

Which sentences from "The Problem of Ocean Trash" BEST support your answer in part A?

A. Clean oceans mean a healthy life for all who live on Earth. But many humans have made the oceans dirty.

B. Fish, birds, and turtles may eat a little piece of plastic, metal, or glass, thinking that it is food. They can get
sick or even die.

C. Garbage washed up onto ocean shores can cut beach-goers' feet and ruin the sand where they live and
play. Cities with ruined beaches lose money when people no longer want to go there on vacation.

D. Earth’s oceans are home to countless creatures. Both the tiniest plants and the largest whales depend on
the waters of the seas for their food and shelter.

2 Which sentence BEST states the main idea of "My Day at the Coastal Cleanup"?

A. It takes many years for a soda can or glass bottle to break down into soil.

B. A girl helps clean up the beach and learns how long trash takes to decompose.

C. When people help clean the beach, they have to wear rubber gloves and carry garbage bags.

D. Coastal Cleanup days take place all around the world every year on a Saturday.

SS.RI.4.2. Assessment ID: dna.48226 ib.2355469

Directions: Answer the following question(s) relating to the passage titled "The Problem of Ocean
Trash / My Day at the Coastal Cleanup".

Illuminate Itembank™ Continue: Turn to the next page.
Generated On March 19, 2020, 10:52 AM PDT Page 2



Born for Soccer
The Young Boy

Edson Arantes Do Nascimento was the greatest soccer player of all time. Edson, also known as Pelé, was
born in Brazil in 1940. He grew up in a very poor family. Pelé's father played soccer for a professional team and
taught him how to play. As a boy, all he did was play soccer. He played for his first soccer team when he was a
teenager. Eventually, this 5'8" boy became the best on his team.

Years as a Pro

When Pelé turned fifteen, he joined the Santos Club and earned sixty dollars a month. He played his first
professional soccer game for the club in 1956. Many people noticed his special talent as a goal scorer. He often
thrilled the crowds.

In 1958, Pelé joined Brazil's soccer team. He played in the "World Cup," a championship game that brings
all the soccer playing nations together. Pelé scored two out of the four goals against Sweden. The deafening roar
of the crowds proclaimed that he was a star. He was such a remarkable player. Even the Swedish fans at the
game chanted his name. Everyone thought he was the greatest player they had ever seen. He led his team to
their first victory at the Cup. Pelé came back to his hometown as a superstar.

After the championship game, Pelé continued to play for his team in Santos. Then in 1962, he returned to
the World Cup. Although he had to sit out of the game because of an injury, his team won again.

Once Pelé regained his strength, he played again. Then, in 1969, Pelé scored his 1000th goal. No other
player had come close to Pelé, the greatest player. This was quite an accomplishment because soccer is such a
low scoring game.

After playing in Brazil, Pelé made his way over to America. Playing for the New York Cosmos, he continued
to bring excitement to the game. He brought much success to the team and helped them win a championship
game in 1977. Pelé's magic on the field changed many Americans. They began to really love the sport.

A Job Well Done

Eventually, Pelé retired after that game. His skill with the soccer ball was like no other. Not only did he know
how to score goals, he really knew how to handle the ball. Pelé once said, "I was born for soccer, just as
Beethoven was born for music."1 Throughout his career, Pelé helped popularize the sport. His name became well
known all throughout the world. Many argue, for good reason, that he is the greatest soccer player of all time.

1http://www.shvoong.com/humanities/1617682-pele-black-pearl/ 3 Feb. 2009. New York.
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3 The following question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.

Part A:

Which statement BEST identifies the main idea of "Born for Soccer"?

A. Pelé is known as the greatest soccer player of all time.

B. Pelé scored 1000 goals, an amazing accomplishment.

C. Pelé played for many different soccer teams.

D. Pelé brought more fans to soccer than there were before.

Part B:

Which sentence from "Born for Soccer" BEST supports your answer in part A?

A. He played in the "World Cup," a championship game that brings all the soccer playing nations together.

B. The deafening roar of the crowds proclaimed that he was a star.

C. His name became well known all throughout the world.

D. This was quite an accomplishment because soccer is such a low scoring game.
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USA Studies Weekly—Ancient America to the Present, Week 6

Name ___________________________________________  Date ___________________

Directions: Pretend you are a newspaper reporter living in Boston, Massachusetts. You are responsible 
for writing the front-page stories for the city newspaper on December 17, 1773, the day following the 
Boston Tea Party. Design the front page of the paper below. Be sure to include an article about the events 
at the harbor along with a story covering Great Britain’s point of view. Include an illustration to go with 
the story.

The Boston Daily News
 December 17, 1773   Printed Daily   1 pence
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1 )  7,323 2 )   1 ,812 3)   9,269 4 )   5 4 

× 4 - 1 ,750 + 2,103  × 5 8 
                  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5) 6) 4 times as many as 2 is .  

2 449 

 

Answers 
 
 
1. 
 
 
2. 
 
 
3. 
 
 
4. 
 
 
5. 
 
 
6. 
 
 
7. 

 

 

7) Determine if the number 34 is a 

multiple of 2, 3, 5, 6, 9, 10 or 'none'. 

 
 

 

9) Find the value of 'A'. 
 

A 
 

59°  
67° 

 

 

8) Reduce as much as possible. 

8 = 

64 
 

 

10) Use 'parallel', 'perp' (perpendicular) 

and 'inter' (intersecting) to describe 

the lines. 
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9. 
 
 
10. 
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1 )  4,732 2 )   1 ,337 3)   6,613 4 )   3 4 

× 3 - 1 ,113 + 3,189  × 4 3 
                  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5) 6) 3 times as many as 5 is . 
 

5 181 
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7) Determine if the number 31 is a 

multiple of 2, 3, 5, 6, 9, 10 or 'none'. 

 
 

 

9) Find the value of 'A'. 

 

96° 

60° 
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8) Reduce as much as possible. 

6 = 
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10) Use 'parallel', 'perp' (perpendicular) 

and 'inter' (intersecting) to describe 

the lines. 
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